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WHY DO WE NEED A FOOD REGULATION SYSTEM ?



BI-NATIONAL FOOD REGULATORY SYSTEM



AUSTRALIA NEW ZEALAND FOOD REG SYSTEM

Food 
Policy

• Food Ministers in Australia and New Zealand
• Food Regulation Standing Committee 
• Implementation Subcommittee for Food Regulation

Food 
Standards

• Food Standards Australia New Zealand 
(FSANZ)

Enforcement

• State and territory regulatory agencies (Australia)
• Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (Imported food) 
• Ministry of Primary Industries (New Zealand)



Food Regulation Agreement

Food Standards Treaty between Australia and 
New Zealand

Food Standards Australia New Zealand Act 1991

Food Standards Code

KEY INSTRUMENTS OF THE JOINT FOOD REGULATION SYSTEM

Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition Arrangement
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FOOD STANDARDS CODE



 WHO SETS THE FOOD STANDARDS ?  

FSANZ is a statutory agency within the 
Australian Government Health portfolio

Based in Canberra and Wellington

Develops and administers the 
Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code

 (the Code)

The Code is a legislative instrument under the 
Legislation Act 2003



STRUCTURE OF THE CODE

https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/food-standards-code/legislation



Chapter 1 - Introduction and 
standards that apply to all foods 

Chapter 2 - Food standards for 
specific commodities

Chapter 3 - Food safety standards
(Australia only)

Chapter 4 - Primary production 
standards
(Australia only)

STRUCTURE OF THE CODE



CHAPTER 1 - LABELLING EXAMPLE

1. Food identification

4. Allergens

7. Date marking

2. Ingredient list

9. Weights and measures
5. Food additives

1. Food identification -Manufacturer’s
 name & address 
8. Directions for use and storage

6. Nutrition Information Panel

Image source: 
https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-
11/food%20label%20poster%20%281%29.pdf 

3. Percentage
labelling



ACCESSING THE STANDARDS
https://www.legislation.gov.au/F2015L00392/latest/downloads

https://www.legislation.gov.au/F2015L00392/latest/downloads


FOOD STANDARDS CODE COMPILATION PDF – FEB 2025

https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/food-standards-code/legislation#compilation



THE CODE CAN BE CHANGED THROUGH 
AN APPLICATION OR A PROPOSAL

CONSULTATION :
            Call for Submission rounds

APPLICATION :
ANYONE

PROPOSAL :
FSANZ

CHANGING THE CODE



APPLICATION ASSESSMENT PROCESS

https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/food-standards-code/changing-the-code/applicationshandbook

https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/food-standards-code/changing-the-code/applicationshandbook


 CONSULTATION FOR APPLICATIONS AND PROPOSALS

https://consultations.foodstandards.gov.au/

https://consultations.foodstandards.gov.au/


CAFFEINE REVIEW PROPOSAL – CONSULATION NOW OPEN

https://consultations.foodstandards.gov.au/fsanz/p1056-caffeine-review/

https://consultations.foodstandards.gov.au/fsanz/p1056-caffeine-review/


 FSANZ WORK PLAN

https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/food-standards-code/changing-the-code/workplan

https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/food-standards-code/changing-the-code/workplan


 FSANZ WORK PLAN

https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/food-standards-code/changing-the-code/workplan



ENFORCEMENT OF THE CODE

Food Standards 
Code

State and local 
governments

Department of 
Agriculture, 

Fisheries and 
Forestry 

(imported foods)



STATE/TERRITORY FOOD REG CONTACTS – FSANZ WEBSITE

https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/contact/food-regulatory-agencies

https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/contact/food-regulatory-agencies


OTHER RELEVENT REGULATORY SCHEMES



FOOD REGULATION AND A SELECTION OF KEY INTERSECTING REGULATORY SCHEMES

FOOD 
REGULATION

AG VET CHEMICALS

THERAPEUTIC
GOODS

CONSUMER LAW

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION

BIOSECURITY

PEOPLE AND ENVIRONMENT
        HEALTH PROTECTION



 FOOD-MEDICINE INTERFACE

https://www.tga.gov.au/food-medicine-interface-guidance-tool-fmigt



FOOD-MEDICINE INTERFACE GUIDANCE TOOL 

· Is the product for oral use?

· Is there a standard in the FSANZ Code?

· Does the product have a tradition of 
use as foods for humans in the form in 
which it is presented?

https://www.tga.gov.au/food-medicine-interface-guidance-tool-fmigt

https://www.tga.gov.au/food-medicine-interface-guidance-tool-fmigt


FOOD-MEDICINE INTERFACE GUIDANCE TOOL DIAGRAM



 ACCC – AUSTRALIAN CONSUMER LAW

Misleading/ deceptive conduct

False /misleading representations



 CLAIMS NOT COVERED BY THE FOOD STANDARDS CODE 

NATURAL

PREMIUM

ORGANIC

PUFFERY

FREE FROM



ACCC ADVERSTISING AND SELLING GUIDE

https://www.accc.gov.au/about-
us/publications/advertising-and-selling-guide



ACCC COUNTRY OF ORIGIN LABALLING STANDARD

https://www.legislation.gov.au/F2016L00528/latest/text

https://www.legislation.gov.au/F2016L00528/latest/text


ACCC COUNTRY OF ORIGIN LABELLING STANDARD

https://www.accc.gov.au/about-us/publications/country-of-origin-food-labelling

https://www.accc.gov.au/about-us/publications/country-of-origin-food-labelling


 NATIONAL MEASUREMENT INSTITUTE

https://www.industry.gov.au/publications/guide-sale-pre-packaged-goods

https://www.industry.gov.au/publications/guide-sale-pre-packaged-goods


 NATIONAL MEASUREMENT INSTITUTE

https://www.industry.gov.au/publications/guide-sale-pre-packaged-goods

https://www.industry.gov.au/publications/guide-sale-pre-packaged-goods


CONCLUSIONS

Food regulatory system is complex

Involves multiple stakeholders

Role of other regulatory bodies 



NEXT WEBINAR: APRIL 2025

Std 1.2.1 - Requirements to have labels or otherwise provide information
Std 1.2.2 – Information requirements – food identification
Std 1.2.3 – Information requirements – warning statements, advisory statements and 
declarations
Std 1.2.4– Information requirements – statement of ingredients
Std 1.2.5 – Information requirements – date marking of food for sale
Std 1.2.6 – Information requirements – directions for use and storage
Std 1.2.10 – Information requirements – characterising ingredients and components of food



THANK YOU

Q&A
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